

U1.Activity2. Environmental education, sustainability education and education for sustainable development


Environmental education
The concept of environmental education was defined in the Belgrade Conference (1975), either as a permanent and participatory process of explanation of values, instruction on specific problems related to environmental management, training of concepts and acquisition of skills that motivate the behavior of defense, preservation and improvement of the environment, either by pointing to the training of the world population, as the ultimate goal of EE.
Read this document (UNESCO, 2002) if you want to know more about the environmental education possibilities and constraints.
Later, the concept of environmental education evolved to the concept of sustainability education and education for sustainable development.

Sustainability education
Sustainability Education (SE) aims to “provide learners with sustainable competences in order to reflect and embrace sustainability in their daily lives as students, consumers, producers, professionals, activists, policymakers, neighbours, employees, teachers and trainers, organizations, communities, and society at large” (Bianchi et al., 2022, p. 13).
SE acts through the process of learning for environmental sustainability. According to Bianchi et al. (2022), this process “aims to nurture a sustainability mindset from childhood to adulthood with the understanding that humans are part of and depend on nature. Learners are equipped with knowledge, skills and attitudes that help them become agents of change and contribute individually and collectively to shaping futures within planetary boundaries” (p. 13). The process of learning for environmental sustainability aims to transform the learners, guiding them to understand that they are part of and depend on nature and natural resources, and therefore, it is mandatory to use the natural resources within planetary boundaries, diminishing the risk of uncertainty.
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[bookmark: _Ref105775957]Figure 1. Status of seven Earth processes and respective planetary boundaries that can be quantified at the global level (Adapted from Steffen et al., 2015).



Education for sustainable development
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is a concept with many connotations. For some authors ‘education for sustainable development’, ‘sustainability education’ and ‘education for sustainability’ mean the same thing (Besong & Holland, 2015). According to Leal Filho and Pace (2016), many authors claim that ‘what you call it’ is not important if people share the same educational principles of ESD. However, Longhurst (2014) has presented a very precise definition of ESD as the ‘process of equipping students with the knowledge and understanding, skills and attributes needed to work and live in a way that safeguards environmental, social and economic wellbeing, both in the present and for future generations’ (Longhurst, 2014, p. 5). In the same line of reasoning, Bianchi et al. (2020) mentioned that “education is a way to equip students with the necessary set of knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values throughout their lives to enact a sustainable development (or progress or growth)” (Bianchi, 2020, p. 11).  
The difference between SE and ESD is subtle but when crossing these concepts with the concepts of sustainability and sustainable development, respectively, the difference becomes clearer (Table 1).
 
[bookmark: _Ref105776573]Table 1. Cross definitions of sustainability education and education for sustainable development.
	Initial definitions 
	
	Cross definitions

	Sustainability education (SE) aims to “provide learners with sustainable competences in order to reflect and embrace sustainability in their daily lives as students, consumers, producers, professionals, activists, policymakers, neighbours, employees, teachers and trainers, organizations, communities, and society at large” (Bianchi et al., 2022, p. 13).
	X
	Sustainability education (SE) aims to provide learners with sustainable competences in order to reflect and embrace sustainability in their daily lives, which means prioritising the needs of all life forms and of the planet by ensuring that human activity does not exceed planetary boundaries.

	Sustainability “means prioritising the needs of all life forms and of the planet by ensuring that human activity does not exceed planetary boundaries” (Bianchi et al., 2022, p. 12).
	
	

	

	Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) underlies the idea that “education is a way to equip students with the necessary set of knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values throughout their lives to enact a sustainable development (or progress or growth)” (Bianchi, 2020, p. 11). 
	X
	Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is a way to equip students with the necessary set of knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values throughout their lives to understand and contribute to the many processes and pathways used to stimulate development, or achieve progress, in sustainable ways.

	Sustainable development refers to the “many processes and pathways used to stimulate development, or achieve progress, in sustainable ways” (Bianchi et al., 2022, p. 12).
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